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PREFACE TO OUR ETHOPIC MSS
LIMITED EDITION PRINTINGS:

here are a number of rare and 
recently re-discovered books, 
manuscripts and documents, 
including Ancient MSS of highly 

significant value, especially to all of us who are 
diligent students and faithful disciples of THE
REVELATION OF THE RAS TAFARI. In particular, 
these reprints may be of interest to those persons, 
irrespective of race, class and creed who are 
sincerely interested in furthering their studies into 
many of the related subject matters that often 
embraces a wide range of topical and academic 
themes, namely – the ETHIOPIC [GE’EZ] and 
AMHARIC languages, Ancient manuscripts, 
biblical, apocryphal and even so-called 
“pseudepigraphal,” or early translations of the 
history, culture and origins of the uniquely and 
indigenous Ethiopian [Tewahedo] Orthodox 
Church and their evident Black Jewish [or, Beta 
Israel], i.e. Ethiopian-Hebraic roots and culture of 
the Highland civilization located at, what one 
early African traveler termed – the “Source of the 
Nile” – just to briefly name a very few of the more 
generally defined categories into which these 
topics are often classified arbitrarily, here and 
there. We, for our part, have inquired, searched 
and re-discovered a host of these documents and 
found it necessary to the Society of His Majesty to 
present them to the new and future generations 
for their possession, benefit and knowledge of self. 



iv

Over time, it has been noted, many of the older, in 
some cases better and definitely earlier writings, 
translations and Scholarly researches have been 
taken off of the library shelves, subsequently 
buried, purposely misplaced, hidden from public 
view and not easily accessible to the great 
majority of those, like ourselves, who have sought 
them everywhere we could. It is chiefly due to the 
new technology, that is the internet and the 
increased distribution of postscript document files 
online that serves as ready resources of 
redistribution of these original facsimiles of these, 
our stolen heritages, here again restored to a new, 
wider audience and present readership. 
If knowledge is power, then we must deduce that 
any lack of the same is virtually tantamount to 
slavery of the spirit and soul to ignorance; and in 
its due course the body suffers. History bears 
witness to all this; it is without controversy. Thus 
in order to remedy this current “lack of 
information” that too often leads to an increase of 
ignorance, error and envy, we have decided at our 
own expense to prioritize the reprinting and 
republishing of the various texts, books and 
manuscripts in our archives and collection, many 
of them for the very first time. The bulk of these 
books have not seen the light of day since they 
were originally printed by their initial authors and 
respective printing presses; and, often only limited 
run of copies were formerly put into circulation to 
begin with, mostly exclusively deposited in 
university libraries, scholarly archives and private 
collections.
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Thus, for now, this brief foreword and similar 
introductory statements will be prefaced to all of 
our new series of publications and attached to the 
newer reprints of the selected books and 
documents being made available by the Lion of 
Judah Society Publishers. May the Almighty bless 
and prosper the works of our hands and the intent 
of our heart for the gospel of Christ in His Kingly 
character, our Divine Heritage and in the 
furtherance of the dissemination of the “ancient 
Ethiopian culture” to our sisters and brothers, at 
home and abroad. Amen.  

RAS IADONIS TAFARI 1                    
Chairman, LOJS

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION & FINE-ARTS

c. 13th February, 2014 
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REVELATION CHAPTER 5, VERSE 5 “And one of the elders 
saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of 
Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, 
and to loose the seven seals thereof.”

                                                     
1 Alius dictus, Debtera: Rasiadonis Tafari, A Sometime Scholar of LOJS' Black 
Christ College; H.I.M. HAILE SELLASSIE I University in Exile [USA], An Ethiopian-
Hebrew Scholar; and Keeper of the Department of Ethiopic & Amharic Antiquities in 
the Black Lion Museum, USA-ET. 
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E E 5 5

« A A E
A E

A A  » 
REVELATION CHAPTER 5, VERSE 5

“And one of the elders saith to me, Weep not: behold, 
the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath 

prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven 
seals thereof.”2

                                                     
2 According to the best and most accurate interpretation, to date, proposed by 
Ras Iadonis Tafari, this scripture was fulfilled by THE CONQUERING LION OF 
THE TRIBE OF JUDAH: HIS IMPERIAL MAJESTY, H.I.M. HAILE SELLASSIE I, ELECT 
OF GOD, KING OF KINGS OF ETHIOPIA; initially beginning when He, Our 
Kinsman Redeemer, who was known as ‘Ras Tafari Makonnen,’ plenipotentiary 
and Heir to the Davidic Throne of Solomon. At His own expense and goodwill, 
RAS TAFARI, purchased and brought the first modern Printing Press into 
Ethiopia for the expressed purpose of dissemination of Our Ancient culture, 
education, and in the strengthening of the Tewahedo True Faith by way of the 
translations and printing of rare and very ancient Judeo-Christian manuscripts 
and scrolls from the old Ethiopic, or GE’EZ, into the Amharic language, 
culminating in the First Haile Sellassie Bible (1936) and later the 1961 A.D. 
Authorized Revised Amharic Bible, also called and known as the Emperor’s 
Bible. For more, refer to the recently published Rastafari Preliminary Notes to the 
H.I.M. Haile Sellassie I Amharic Bible: An Introduction to the Book of the Seven Seals.












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































